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GALEN OF PERGAMON: PORTRAIT OF AN ANCIENT SCIENTIST

TEUN TIELEMAN (UTRECHT UNIVERSITY)

1. Life.

* born Pergamon AD 129; died Rome c. 213.

143-149: studies of philosophy (Stoicism, Platonism, Aristotelianism,
Epicureanism) and medicine at Pergamon.
149-57: extensive travels and study with various prominent doctors
including a long stay in Egypt.
157-162: physician of the gladiators at Pergamon.
162-166: first Roman period.
166-168: back to Pergamon; travels.
168-169: recalled to Aquileia by the Emperors Lucius Verus and Marcus 

[Aurelius to become court-physician
169-c.213: second Roman period.

2. Work.

For a survey of editions see e.g. Hankinson (1991) Appendix 2.

- philosophical and methodological: in large part lost.
- medical (comprising all parts of medicine: physiological, anatomy,
therapy, pharmacology, pulse-lore, Hippocratic commentaries): largely
preserved.
- linguistic: partly lost.

Cf. Galen’s own extant Bio-bibliographies On My Own Books and On the
Order of My Books (ed. SM II).

Editions and translations:

C.G. Kühn, Claudii Galeni Opera Omnia (Greek with Latin translation)
(Leipzig 1821-33; repr. Hildesheim 1964-5).
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Corpus Medicorum Graecorum (CMG) founded by H. Diels in 1908 and
edited under the auspices of the Berlin Academy of Sciences (e.g. De
placitis Hippocratis et Platonis, ed. Ph. Delacy, 3 vols. 1978-82).

Bibliotheca Teubneriana, e.g. Marquardt-von Müller-Helmreich: Scripta
Minora (3 vols. 1883; repr. Amsterdam 1967), G. Helmreich (ed.) De usu
partium libri XVII (2 vols. 1907-9; repr. Amsterdam  1968; cf. translation by
M.T. May, On the Usefulness of the Parts of the Body, Ithaca NY 1968).

Les Belles Lettres (J. Jouanna), 2000- (three vols. sofar).

Modern translations of (groups of) individual treatises e.g. On Anatomical
Procedures (Ch. Segal), On the Natural Faculties (Brock, Loeb), On
Affected Parts (Siegel), On the Method of Healing Books I-II (Hankinson;
see Bibliography),  Peter Singer, Galen. Selected Works (Penguin Classics.
London 2001). Cf. also Frede & Walzer (see Bibliography)
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