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SUMMARIES

John Dillon

Platonism and the World Crisis

Language: English

XXOAH Vol. I 1 (2007), pages: 7-24

Key words: world crisis, Platonism, ideal state

John Dillon (Trinity College, Dublin) argues, that Plato, and the tradition deriving from him, has a number of
important things to say to the modern world, to which the modern world would do well to listen. Of course,
Plato had no conception of the nature or complexity of the issues with which modern civilisation is currently
faced, but nonetheless there are many useful insights which we may derive both from his own works - in
particular his last great work, The Laws — and from those of certain of his followers, in particular Plotinus.
The topics on which the paper focuses are just three, but they seem to represent the great bulk of what is
wrong with modern western society, and what is inexorably putting intelligent life on this planet under
mortal threat. They are the following: 1) The problem of the destruction of the environment and of waste
disposal; 2) The problem of religious conflict and mutual intolerance and 3) The problem of the legitimation
of authority and the limits of personal freedom.

John Dillon

The Origins of Platonists' Dogmatism

Language: English

XXOAH Vol. I 1 (2007), pages: 25-37

Key words: Old Academy, Speusippus, Xenocrates, dogmatism

John Dillon (Trinity College, Dublin) argues, that the exigencies of inter-school rivalry, initially between the
Academy and the Peripatos, but then between later Platonists and both Stoics and Aristotelians, demanded
that Platonism become more formalized than it was left by Plato himself, and that it was primarily
Xenocrates, in a vast array of treatises, both general and particular, who provided the bones of this organized
corpus of doctrine. Not that the Platonists were ever subject to anything like a monolithic orthodoxy. Platonic
doctrine was not anything handed down centrally, from above; it was rather a self-regulating system, in which
everyone knew what it meant, broadly, to be a Platonist (which could, in later times, embrace being a Py-
thagorean as well), and managed to stay within those parameters, while squabbling vigorously with each
other, as well as with the other schools.

John Dillon

Monist and Dualist Tendencies in Platonism before Plotinus

Language: English

2XOAH Vol. I 1 (2007), pages: 38-50

Key words: monism, dualism, Old Academy, Middle Platonism

An article by John Dillon (Trinity College, Dublin) ardues that the Platonism that Plotinus inherits — setting aside
Ammonius Saccas, of whom we know all too little - is by the later second century distinctly dualist in tendency, and
is able, especially in the case of Plutarch, to quote Plato to its purpose. Plato himself, though, as the author main-
tains, is, despite appearances to the contrary, what one might term a ‘modified monist’. That is to say, he fully
recognizes the degree of imperfection and evil in the world, and holds it to be ineradicable, but he does not in the
last resort believe in a positive countervailing force to the Good or the One. What we have is simply a negative force,
whether Indefinite Dyad, disorderly World-Soul, or Receptacle, which is an inevitable condition of their being a
world at all, but which, as a side-effect of introducing diversity, generates various sorts of imperfection. It is this
scenario that justifies his follower Hermodorus in declaring that Plato recognizes only a single first principle, and it
to this sort of monism - if anything, in a more pronounced form - that Plotinus returns.

A Russian translation of this article is published in ZXOAH II. 1 (2008) 11-20.
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IIPMUMEYAHME PEJAKTOPA

JlaHHOE 3/1eKTPOHHOE M3aHMe OT/IMYAeTCs OT IIe4aTHON BEPCUM >KypHasa:
oIny6/MKOBaHHbBIe B Hell mepeBoAbl craTby Jpuka Joanca «I[lapmenuo Ilna-
TOHA VM IIPOVICXOXKJeHNe HeolulaToHn4deckoro Exnnoro» n pparmentos Hy-
MeHMA U3 AIlaMey B UCIIPaBJIEHHOM U JOIOJTHEHHOM BUJie Ilepens/jaHbl B
CIIeIaIbHOM BBINTyCKe, mocBsmeHHoM Heomudaropensmy (Tom III, BBI-
nyck 1, 2009). B To >xe BpeMs 9/IeKTPOHHAsI BepCusl HOIOTHEHA OPUTYHAIb-
HBbIM aHIIMIICKUM BapMaHTOM cTaTby J>koHa [nmnoHa «MoHUCTHYECKUE U
IyamMCTUYecKye TeHAeHIMN B IIaToHu3Me 10 [TnotuHay», omy6mMKoBaHHO
B pycckoM nepesosie B XXOAH II. 1 (2008) 11-20.

EDITORIAL NOTE

This electronic edition of the issue differs from the printed copy: a classical
article by Eric R. Dodds, “The Parmenides of Plato and the Origin of the Neo-
platonic 'One” (Classical Quarterly 22 [1928]) in a Russian translation and the
Fragments of Numenius of Apamea are now corrected and republished in the
special issue of the journal (Vol. III, issue 1, 2009) dedicated to the Neopy-
thagoreans. At the same time the issue is supplemented by an article by John
Dillon, “Monist and Dualist Tendencies in Platonism before Plotinus”.
A Russian translation of this article is published in ZXOAH II. 1 (2008) 11-20.
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IlepBblit BBITYCK HOBOTO JKypHana, MOCBAIEHHOTO M3YYEHUI0 aHTUYHOCTU Y KJlac-
CIYeCKOIl TPagMUIUK BO BCEX ee PAa3sHOOOPA3HbIX aCIeKTaX, IIOATOTOB/IEH CIIELNaIb-
HO ]I YYaCTHMKOB IIEPBOTO CEMMHApa JO/IrOCPOYHOro nmpoekra «IIpemnopasas an-
TU4HOCTDb. OyHIAMEHTa/IbHbIE IIEHHOCTY B M3MEHAIOUIEMCA MIUPE», IPOBEJEHNE KO-
TOPOTO 0Ka3a/I0Ch BO3MOXKHBIM Orarofapsi IIporpaMme HOfiep>KKH BBICIIETO 06pa-
soaHus VucTutyTra «OTKpbITOE 061ecTBo» (Bymamemnrr). IlepBbiit neTHMIT ceMuHap
(aBryct 2007 r., HoBOCKHOMpPCKMIT Hay4IHBII LIEHTP) HOCBSAIIEH M3YYEHNUIO KIaccude-
CKO1t GUI0cO(CKOI TPARUIMI U TPAFULIMI TYMaHUTAPHOTO 0OPa30BaHNs B KOHTEK-
CTe COBPEMEHHBIX IPENCTABNEHUI O LIEHHOCTAX. AJIpec 37IEKTPOHHOI BEPCUM XKYP-
Hama: www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/ u www.elibraru.ru
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Novosibirsk: State University Press, 2009. 53 p.
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The first issue of the journal of ancient philosophy and the classical tradition is pre-
pared for the first seminar of a long-term project “Teaching Classics. Fundamental
Values in the Changing World”, generously sponsored by the Higher Education Sup-
port Program of the Open Society Institute (Budapest). The first summer meeting
(August 2007), organized by Novosibirsk State University and the Institute of Phi-
losophy and Law of Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences, is dedicated to
study of the ancient philosophical tradition and the tradition of classical education in
the context of contemporary concepts of values. These and other relevant publica-
tions are available on-line at the address: www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/ and
www.elibraru.ru
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