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EDITORIAL

This issue of our journal contains a concise study of an important cultural and phi-
losophical phenomenon of Late Antiquity, usually labeled as the revived Pythagore-
anism or Neopythagoreanism, and the major works of the Neopythagoreans in a
new Russian translation. Of course the “Neopythagoreans” and their contemporaries
considered the movement in question as genuine Pythagoreanism: they did not ac-
knowledge a fundamental gap in the tradition and insisted on the existence of an
unbroken chain of succession from Ancient Pythgoreanism to the new one. This
brought to life numerous pseudepigraphic writings attributed to such Ancient Py-
thagoreans as Theano, Lysius, Hipparchus, Philolaus, Archytus and others. The Life
of Pythagoras by Porphyry and On the Pythagorean Way of Life by Iamblichus pic-
tured Ancient Pythagoreans as legendary sages, wonder makers and secret educators
of humanity, and the image of Pythagoras created in Late Antiquity is still current in
popular opinion. The most exemplary description of a Pythagorean sage Apollonius
of Tyana, produced by Flavius Philostratus, deserves special attention in this connec-
tion and still intrigues scholars both from the point of view of the sources used and
ideology involved.

Legendary Apollonius and similar propagators of the “Pythagorean way of life”
represent just one side of the Neopythagorean movement. An entirely new philoso-
phic movement, also called the Neopythagoreanism, started to develop approxi-
mately in this time. Already discernable in the Middle Platonism, it is found among
the Neoplatonists in its fully developed form. These philosophers and their “Py-
thagorean” numerology and complicated metaphysics of the first principles are the
main topic of the book.

Unfortunately only a few works by these authors are extant and the greater part of
the material we have to deal with is preserved in fragmentary form in later doxogra-
phers and commentators. Since no reliable translation of these fragments existed in
Russian so far, we deemed it important to fill up this gap and supply the reader with
new translations of these interesting texts. The fragments of Moderatus and Numenius
are found in Chapters 1 and 3; two treatises by Nicomachus are translated in the 2nd
chapter, while Chapters 4 is dedicated to the Pythagorean numerology, represented by
an anonymous treatise Theologoumena arithmeticae (which contains early material,
mainly from Anatolius and Nicomachus). In an introduction to this chapter and in
a general Introduction to the book we adduce a series of relevant extracts from Greek,
Judean and Early Christian philosophers as well as the Gnostic literature, analyzed in
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the context of Religious systems of Late Antiquity. As general introductions to indi-
vidual chapters we reprint few pages from the famous book by John Dillon The Middle
Platonists (Duckworth, 1977; Cornell UP, 1996?), dedicated to Moderatus, Nichoma-
chus and Numenius, in my translation (published in St. Petersburg, 2002, corrected).
Two articles of fundamental importance, these by Eric Dodds on the origin of the
Neoplastonic One (Classical Quarterly 22 [1928] 129-42) and by John Rist on Neopy-
thagoreanism and “Plato’s” Second Letter (Phronesis 10 [1965] 78-81), are translated as
attachements to this volume.

The work will be useful for students of the Pythagorean tradition as well as for a
wider readership, including those scholars and students who are interested in An-
cient philosophy, mathematics and music. The texts are supplemented by indices
and a select bibliography.

These and other relevant publications as well as further translations of classical
texts, discussions, bibliographical outlines, reviews, and supplementary materials
are also available on-line at the following address: www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/.

These materials are prepared by the participants of an international
interdisciplinary seminar “Teaching Classics. Fundamental Values in the Changing
World”, organized by the Centre for Ancient Philosophy and the Classical Tradition
(Akademgorodok, Novosibirsk region, Russia) and supported by the Open Society
Institute, Budapest.'

The publication of this issue is generously supported by a grant of the American
Council of Learned Societies (USA).

E. A

June 11, 2009
Akademgorodok, Russia

afonasin@gmail.com

! Cf. http://www.nsu.ru/classics/reset/index.htm.
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ABSTRACTS

INTRODUCTION. Pythagorean Doxography and the Neo-Pythagorean Tradition
Language: Russian

Pages: 9-65

A general introduction by Eugene Afonasin (Centre for Ancient Philosophy and
the Classical Tradition, Novosibirsk University). The purpose of this introduction is
to present and comment on relevant texts from the time of Cicero onward. In the
first section the author discusses the problem of "Revived" Pythagoreanism in the
1th c. B.C.E,, proceeding with Eudorus of Alexandria, the image of Pythagoras and
the Pythagoreans in Roman period (the legend of Pythagoras, Philostratus, The Live
of Apollonius), and finishing with some evidence on numerological speculations in
Judeo-Christian and Gnostic Tradition (esp. the Gnostics in Hippolytus', Refutatio).

MODERATUS OF GADES

Introduction

Fragments and Testimonia

Language: Russian

Pages: 66-90

A general introduction by John Dillon (Trinity College, Dublin), a Russian transla-

tion, annotations and indices by Eugene Afonasin (Centre for Ancient Philosophy
and the Classical Tradition, Novosibirsk University).

The first annotated Russian translation of the fragments by Neopythagorean phi-
losopher Moderatus of Gades (first c. B.C.E. - 1 c. C.E.).

NICOMACHUS OF GERASA
General introduction
Introduction to Arithmetic
Manual of Harmonics
Language: Russian

Pages: 91-205

A general introduction by John Dillon (Trinity College, Dublin). An annotated
Russian translation of thelntroduction to Arithmetic and Manual of Harmonics by
Neopythagorean philosopher Nicomachus of Gerasa (the first century A. D.), pre-
pared by Andrej Schetnikov (£ITMA: The Centre for Educational Projects, No-
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vosibirsk) [Introduction], Timothy Myakin (Novosibirsk University), and Ludmila
Alexandrova (Novosibirsk conservatory) [Manual]. These short treatises, impor-
tant for the history of ancient mathematics and musical theory, is completely trans-
lated into Russian for the first time.

Cft. also the Manual of Harmonics, translated by Andrey Shetnikov, published in
the previous issue of the journal (XXOAH 2.2).

NUMENIUS OF APAMEA
Introduction

Fragments and Testimonia
(Based on Des Places)
Language: Russian

Pages: 206-278

A general introduction by John Dillon (Trinity College, Dublin), a Russian transla-
tion, annotations and indices by Eugene Afonasin and Anna Afonasina (Centre for
Ancient Philosophy and the Classical Tradition, Novosibirsk University).

The first Russian translations of the fragments of this famous second century C.E.
Neopythagorean philosopher.

TEOLOGOUMENA ARITHMETICAE
Language: Russian
Pages: 279-335

A Russian translation by V1. Bibikhin and Andrey Shetnikov, introduced by An-
drey Shetnikov (ZITMA: The Centre for Educational Projects, Novosibirsk) of an
anonymous treatise sometimes ascribed to Iamblichus,Theologoumena arithmeti-
cae (which contains early material, mainly from Anatolius and Nicomachus).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

SUPPLEMENTS

Eric R. Dodds

The Parmenides of Plato and the Origin of the Neoplatonic 'One’
Language: Russian

Pages: 336-353

A classical article by Eric R. Dodds, The Parmenides of Plato and the Origin of the
Neoplatonic 'One' (Classical Quarterly 22 [1928]) in a Russian transla-
tion by Eugene Afonasin and Anna Afonasina [Kuznetsova] (Centre for Ancient
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Philosophy and the Classical Tradition, Novosibirsk University). Visit a page of the
conference "Rethinking Dodds", Novosibirsk Akademgorodok, May 2007 (texts are
mostly in Russian).

John Rist

Neopythagoreasm and 'Plato's' Second Letter
Language: Russian

Pages: 354-356

A classical article by John Rist, "Neopythagoreanism and 'Plato's’ Second Let-
ter", Phronesis 10 (1925) 78-81 in a Russian translation by Anna Afonasina (Centre
for Ancient Philosophy and the Classical Tradition, Novosibirsk University).
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THE NEOPYTHAGOREANS

EDITED BY EUGENE AFONASIN

The special issue of the journal is a concise study of an important cultural and phi-
losophical phenomenon of Late Antiquity, usually labeled as the revived Pythagore-
anism or Neopythgoreanism, enhansed by a new Russian translation of some works
by the Neopythagoreans.

Unfortunately only a few of the “Neopythagorean” works are extant and the
greater part of the material we have to deal with is preserved in fragmentary form in
later doxographers and commentators. Since no reliable translation of these
fragments existed in Russian so far, we deemed it important to fill up this gap and
supply the reader with new translations of these interesting texts.

The fragments of Moderatus and Numenius are found in Chapters 1 and 3; two
treatises by Nicomachus are translated in the 2nd chapter, while Chapter 4 is dedi-
cated to the Pythagorean numerology, represented by an anonymous treatise
the Theologoumena arithmeticae (sometimes attributed to Iamblichus). The work is
supplemented by a Russian translation of fundamental articles by Eric Dodds on
Moderatus and by John Rist on Neopythagoreanism and “Plato’s” Second Letter, se-
lect bibliography, and indices.

The publication will be useful for students of the Pythagorean tradition as well as
a wider readership, including those scholars and students who are interested in An-
cient philosophy, mathematics and music.

Previous issues of the journal as well as other relevant publications and
supplementary materials are available on-line at the following address:
www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/

The initial research and publication is supported by
the American Council of Learned Societies (2007-2008)
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HEOIIN®ATOPENIIDI

ITon OBIIEN PETAKIIMEN E. B. AOOHACUHA

Temarudecknit BBIIYCK )XypHajIa IpefCTaBisgeT cob60it HebOMblIoe 1CCaeTOBaHMe
Ba)KHOTO ABJICHNU:A MO3/JHEAHTWYHON KY/IbTYPHOI KM3HU U HAIpaBleHNsA B QUIO-
co¢un, MOTyYNBIIETO Ha3BaHMe BO3POXKAEHHOrO Iudaropensma mim Heonngaro-
peusma. K coaneHuio, Jo HalluX [AHE MOUUIM JUIIb HEMHOTME COYMHEHMS
¢unocopos HeommdaropeiilieB, HEKOTOpPble 13 KOTOPBIX IPEACTABIAIOT COOOI
(dparMeHThl, M3B/eKaeMble 13 IO3JHENIINX KOMIWIALUI ¥ KOMMEHTAaTOPCKOI
nuTepatypbl. IlepeBofibl 3TUX TEKCTOB Ha PYCCKMIL A3BIK O HACTOALIETO BPeMEHMU
OTCYTCTBOBAJIN.

Knura npusBaHa BOCIIOJTHUTD 3TOT Ipo0Oes, 1 IpefjIaraeT Ha CyJ| YuTaTeIell KoM-
MEHTHMPOBaHHbIE U CHAO>KEHHbIE BCTYIUTEIbHBIMY CTAaTbsIMMU NEPEBObI HEMHOTOUNC-
JIeHHBIX flollefumx fo Hac ¢parmentoB Mopepata m Hymenus (rmaBel nepBas u
TpPeTbsl COOTBETCTBEHHO), @ TAK)Ke IIepeBOMbI ABYX B/IVATETbHBIX Ha IPOTKEHNN BCeil
HO3/{Hell aHTUYHOCTY TpakraroB Hukomaxa «Beemenme B apudmernky» u «PykoBo-
ACTBO IO TapMOHVKe» (BTOpas I7aBa). B 4eTBepToil I/1aBe MyO/IMKYeTCsI aHOHVIMHBII
TpakTar «Teomorymens! apudmeTukm» (HeKorja IMpunmcbiBaeMblit SIMBuxy). Pabora
JOIOIHeHa IepeBofaMy (yHIaMeHTaIbHbIX crateii Opuka Hopaca o Mopepate n
I>xona Pucra o Heommdaropensme u «Bropom mcsme Ilnatonar.

Pa6ota 6yzer mojnesHa He TOIBKO MCTOPUKaM (pytocoduy, 3aHNMAOIVIMCA myda-
TOPEJICKOIl Tpajuuyeit, HO 1 6oJiee IIMPOKOMY KpPYTy YUTaTelell, MHTePeCyIOLMXCsa
aHTUYHOI (ytocodueit, a TAKKe UCTOPYEN MaTeMATUKI Y My3bIKI.

Texcr maHHON My6NMMKaMy U APYTUX BBITYCKOB XXYPHA/Ia HOCTYIIEH B 9/IEKTPOH-
HOM BIjIe 110 CTIeflyIoleMy agpecy: www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/
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