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EDITORIAL

The second issue of the fifth volume of the journal is entirely devoted to ancient cos-
mology and astronomy. It includes lectures by Michael Chase, “Discussions on the
eternity of the world”, delivered in May 2011 at Novosibirsk, a Russian translation of
a chapter on ancient astronomy from Walter Burkert’s “Lore and Science in Ancient
Pythagoreanism”, and a commented Russian translation of the Elementa astronomiae
by Geminus. These texts are prepared for the participants of the international school
“TEXNH. Theoretical Foundations of Arts, Sciences and Technology in the Greco-
Roman World” (August 2011, Siberian Scientific Centre) organized by the “Centre
for Ancient philosophy and the classical tradition” and sponsored by the “Open So-
ciety” Institute (Budapest).

Next issue of the journal (January 2012) will be dedicated to Ancient Music. Inter-
ested persons are welcome to contribute. Studies and translations are due by Novem-
ber 2011.

I wish to express my gratitude to all my friend and colleagues for participation in
our seminars and would like to remind that the journal is abstracted / indexed in
The Philosopher’s Index and SCOPUS, and available on-line at the following ad-
dresses: www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/ (journal home page); www.elibrary.ru (Russian
Index of Scientific Quotations); and www.ceeol.com (Central and Eastern European
Online Library).

Eugene Afonasin
Academgorodok, Russia
July 15, 2011
afonasin@gmail.com



ABSTRACTS

MICHAEL CHASE

CNRS, Paris, Goya@vjf.cnrs.fr

DISCUSSIONS ON THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD IN LATE ANTIQUITY

LANGUAGE: English

IssUE: £XOAH 5.2 (2011) 111-173

KEYWORDS: Christians, Pagans, Philoponus, Simplicius, Aristotle, Proclus, Themistius, Neopla-
tonism, physics, creation, change, motion

ABSTRACT: This article studies the debate between the Neoplatonist philosophers Simplicius and
John Philoponus on the question of the eternity of the world. The first part consists in a historical
introduction situating their debate within the context of the conflict between Christians and Pa-
gan in the Byzantine Empire of the first half of the sixth century. Particular attention is paid to the
attitudes of these two thinkers to Aristotle's attempted proofs of the eternity of motion and time in
Physics 8.1. The second part traces the origins, structure and function of a particular argument
used by Philoponus to argue for the world's creation within time. Philoponus takes advantage of a
tension inherent in Aristotle’s theory of motion, between his standard view that all motion and
change is continuous and takes place in time, and his occasional admission that at least some
kinds of motion and change are instantaneous. For Philoponus, God's creation of the world is
precisely such an instantaneous change: it is not a motion on the part of the Creator, but is analo-
gous to the activation of a state (hexis), which is timeless and implies no change on the part of the
agent. The various transformations of this doctrine at the hands of Peripatetic, Neoplatonic, and
Islamic commentators are studied (Alexander of Aphrodisias, Themistius, al-Kindji, al-Farabi), as
is Philoponus' use of it in his debate against Proclus.

ANDREY SCHETNIKOV

2ITMA. The Centre of Educational Projects, Novosibirsk, Russia, schetnikov@ngs.ru
GEMINOS. INTRODUCTION TO THE PHENOMENA

Introduction, Russian translation and notes

LANGUAGE: Russian, translated from the Greek

IssUE: XOAH 5.2 (2011) 174-233

KEYWORDS: Scientific manual, Greek science, astronomy, calendars, stars, planets

ABSTRACT: A commented Russian translation of the Introduction to the Phenomena (Elementa
astronomiae, Eicaywyn eig t& @avopeva) by the Greek mathematician and astronomer
Geminos of Rhodes (Tepivog 6 Poddiog, fl. c. 70 BC). This introductory astronomy book,
based on the works of earlier astronomers such as Hipparchus, treats the following general
subjects: the zodiac; the motion of the Sun; the constellations; the celestial sphere; days and
nights; the risings and settings of the zodiacal signs; calendars; phases of the Moon; eclipses;
star phases; terrestrial zones and geographical places; and the uselessness of the stars for
making weather predictions. The text is prepared for the participants of educational project
“TEXNH. Theoretical foundations of Arts, sciences and technology in the Greco-Roman
World" (Novosibirsk, Russia).
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ANNA AFONASINA

The centre for Ancient philosophy and the classical tradition,

Novosibirsk State University, Russia, afonasina@gmail.com

BALTER BURKERT. ASTRONOMY AND PYTHAGOREANISM

LANGUAGE: Russian, translated from the English

ISSUE: ZXOAH 5.2 (2011) 234-311

KEYWORDS: Pythagoras, Plato, Philolaus, Greek astronomy, lore and science, harmony of the
spheres, planets, cosmos

ABSTRACT: A Russian translation of a chapter on astronomy from the famous book of Prof.
Walter Burkert is prepared for the participants of educational project “TEXNH. Theoretical
foundations of Arts, sciences and technology in the Greco-Roman World" (Novosibirsk, Rus-
sia). The chapter treats the structure of the world and planetary system; the theory of plane-
tary movements; the cosmos of Philolaus; harmony of the spheres and astral immortality.
Original publication: Weisheit und Wissenschaft: Studien zu Pythagoras, Philolaos und Platon
(Niirnberg, 1962); prepared on the basis of the revised English edition: Lore and Science in
Ancient Pythagoreanism, tr. by E. Minar (Cambridge, MA, 1972).
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AHTUYHASA KOCMOIOTUA 1 ACTPOHOMUS

Brinyck >KypHa/a IOCBAILEH aHTUYHOM KOCMONOTMM M aCTpOHOMMM. B Hero BKIIOYEH Kypc
nexuuii Marikna Yeitsa «[Iuckyccum o BEYHOCTM MUpa B MO3JHEN aHTUYHOCTH», IPOYNTAH-
Hb11 B Mae 2011 r. B HI'Y, a Taxxe fBa nepeBopa: r71aBa u3 MOHOTpaduy 3HaMEHNTOTO UCTO-
puKa aHTM4YHOCTM BanbTepa BypkepTa, mocsslleHHas aHTUYHONM aCTPOHOMUM, ¥ HEPEBOJ,
«BBefieHnit B siBMeHNA» I'eMrHa. DTV TEKCTbl NOATOTOBJIEHDI CIIEIVATbHO I YIaCTHUKOB
ceMMHapa 110 MCTOPUY aHTUYHON HayKM, KOTOPBIT mpoiifeT B CUOMPCKOM HAayYHOM LieHTpe
B aBrycre 2011 r. npu nopgepxkke MHcTutyra «OTKpbITOE 0611eCTBO». JKypHAN KoCTymeH B
3/IEKTPOHHOM BHJle Ha COOCTBEHHOIT cTpaHuile www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/, a Takxe B co-
CTaBe C/IeAyLUX 37IeKTPOHHBIX 6ubmmorek: www.elibrary.ru (Hayunas anexTponHas 6u6-
nmoreka) 1 www.ceeol.com (Central and Eastern European Online Library).
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ANCIENT COSMOLOGY AND ASTRONOMY

The second issue of the journal is entirely devoted to ancient cosmology and astronomy. It
includes lectures by Michael Chase, “Discussions on the eternity of the world”, delivered in
May 2011 at Novosibirsk, a Russian translation of a chapter on ancient astronomy from Wal-
ter Burkert’s “Lore and Science in Ancient Pythagoreanism”, and a commented Russian trans-
lation of the Elementa astronomiae by Geminus. These texts are prepared for the participants of
the international school “TEXNH. Theoretical Foundations of Arts, Sciences and Technology
in the Greco-Roman World” (August 2011, Siberian Scientific Centre) organized by the
“Centre for Ancient philosophy and the classical tradition” and sponsored by the “Open So-
ciety” Institute (Budapest).The journal is available on-line at the following addresses:
www.nsu.ru/classics/schole/ (journal’s home page); and www.ceeol.com (Central and Eastern

European Online Library).
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